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Elements of Ceremony and Ritual 
 

 

Living Memorial/Vigil 
Before Death

Visual or written 
life review

Ceremony of 
farewell

Deathbed 
companionship

At home/in care 
facility

Viewing/Wake At home after 
dying at home

Brought home 
after death At hospice/hospital At funeral home

Funeral/Interment Ceremony with 
body/remains

Witnessed 
cremation Burial service Scattering

Memorial/Celebration DIY with a team Celebrant, clergy, 
or emcee

Home or in the 
community

Funeral 
home/place of 

worship

Remembrance Rituals Anniversary 
occasions Every day rituals “Never too late” Community rituals

Ceremony Eulogy Blessings/Rituals Slideshow/Video Music/Readings

Ambiance Venue Program/Keepsake Décor/Mementos Refreshments

Logistics Set-up, clean-up Greeters Speakers
On-site 

audio/visual
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